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The following pages detail the course offerings that 8th grade students at 
Marie Murphy have the opportunity to take. While the content of the 
courses is set, the timelines for delivery of units are our best 
approximation and are able to be adjusted to take into account students’ 
prior knowledge, rate of content and skill acquisition, and deviations from 
our normal calendar. 
 
We hope that you find this to be a useful resource in understanding the 
scope and sequence of our course offerings at 8th grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Art 8 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to continue to develop an understanding of the visual 
experience and strengthen production skills. We will continue to reference and critique the work of famous artists 
and cultures, in addition to, evaluate our own works. In this 18 week course you will create 6 works of art using 
many mediums centered on the Common Core Art Standards for Grade 8. Student will be required to submit and 
present a final digital portfolio at the end of this course. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Creative Writing 8 
Course Description: Creative Writing is an 18-week, one-semester curriculum that focuses on teaching the 
narrative strand of the Common Core writing standards through writing workshop. In each unit, students will work 
through the writing process while having choice in topics, studying mentor texts (works by published authors), and 
implementing strategies taught in class. Students will have an opportunity to practice modeled skills on a daily 
basis. They will learn how to critique others’ writing, formulate effective feedback and use it to revise their own 
writing. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 



English Language Arts 8 
Course Description: 8th Grade English is comprised of two main areas: reading and writing. Students are taught 
reading comprehension skills through annotating text, which means anything from finding the main idea in a piece 
of informational text to determining a theme in a piece of literature. The vehicles we use to teach annotating 
include various strategies from research greats such as Robert Marzano, Kylene Beers, and Harvey Daniels. We 
practice annotating skills on beloved books such as Of Mice and Men, Warriors Don't Cry, and To Kill a Mockingbird. 
Some of our prized short stories include "The Lottery" and "The Most Dangerous Game." Our informational text 
books are social studies and science based, and it is here that we practice note taking, summarizing, questioning, 
and vocabulary. Books for investigation and scrutiny include Invincible Microbe and Bomb: The Race to Build--and 
Steal--The World's Most Dangerous Weapon. 
Writing takes many forms in 8th grade. We typically write one large paper each quarter, and the essay is either an 
expository piece or a literary analysis paper. Our first piece, for example, asks students to consider the following 
question: "How does your book demonstrate the concept of progress in human society?" In order to answer this, 
students use Lucy Calkins' writer's workshop procedures to gather information, create thesis statements, organize 
and draft material, conference with the teacher and/or peers, edit the piece, and create a final. Similarly, the 
remaining essays ask students to draw upon the books we read, as well as Calkins' process of writing, to create 
their written responses. Additionally, the English and social studies classes use several common writing practices, 
including Calkins' methodology, MLA formatting, and common strategies for writing elements such as introductions 
and conclusions. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
French 8 
Course Description: The French language experience at Marie Murphy is filled with diverse, multimedia language 
activities. Students begin their introduction to French by focusing on the four key areas of foreign language study: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The course represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and 
online learning. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening 
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, cultural presentations, and interactive activities and 
practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis on providing context and 
conversational examples for the language concepts presented in each unit. Students should expect to be actively 
engaged in their own language learning, become familiar with common vocabulary terms and phrases, comprehend 
a wide range of grammar patterns, participate in simple conversations and respond appropriately to basic 
conversational prompts, analyze and compare cultural practices, products, and perspectives of various Francophone 
speaking countries, & take assessments where their language progression can be monitored. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 



Math - Algebra 1 (Level III & IV) 
Course Description: This course is equivalent to taking a full year of Algebra I at the high school level at an 
accelerated level. In Algebra I, students will interpret the structure of expressions and write equivalent expressions 
to solve problems. They will perform operations on polynomial and rational functions. Throughout the year they will 
create equations that describe numbers or relationships. Additionally, they will learn to reason with equations and 
inequalities while demonstrating an understanding of solving equations and inequalities with one variable, systems 
of equations, and represent equations and inequalities graphically. All of this will be accomplished through 
demonstration of the eight Mathematical Practices: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them, Reason 
abstractly and quantitatively, Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, Model with 
mathematics, Use appropriate tools strategically, Attend to precision, Look for and make use of structure, & Look 
for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Math 8 
Course Description: This course is focuses on the three key themes central to the 8th grade Illinois Common Core 
State Standards and prepares students for a rigorous high school Algebra course. In Math 8 students will use linear 
equations and systems of linear equations to represent, analyze, and solve a variety of problems. They grasp the 
concept of a function as a rule that assigns to each input exactly one output. Through their study of Geometry they 
will also use ideas about distance and angles, how they behave under translations, rotations, reflections, and 
dilations, and ideas about congruence and similarity to describe and analyze two - dimensional figures and to solve 
problems. All of this will be accomplished through demonstration of the eight Mathematical Practices: Make sense 
of problems and persevere in solving them, Reason abstractly and quantitatively, Construct viable arguments and 
critique the reasoning of others, Model with mathematics, Use appropriate tools strategically, Attend to precision, 
Look for and make use of structure, & Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 



Music 8  
Course Description: General Music is an 18-week course that presents a deeper understanding of music through 
skill building and the exploration of creating and performing music. This includes: learning techniques in how to 
play various instruments, compose, and improvise. The class will emphasize musical elements, such as rhythm, 
melody, tone, form, texture, harmony, dynamics, tempo, and style, through music making, listening, discussion, 
and participation. Throughout the semester, the course will integrate music literacy, music history, music 
technology, and making connections to music outside of the classroom. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Physical Education 8  
Course Description: Physical Education involves the acquisition of knowledge and skills that provide the 
foundation for sport, a physically active lifestyle, and social development through physical activity. Activities 
typically include those that increase strength, endurance, and flexibility; reinforce safe technique; teach the rules 
and conventions of games and sports; and explore the relationship between physical activity and health. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 



Science 8 
Course Description: This year in science the students will be taking part in Earth Science, Life Science, and 
Physical Science (Chemistry, Electricity and Magnetism) units throughout the year. The curriculum is a lab based 
curriculum that fosters higher level thinking and problem solving skills. Students will be expected to work 
independently and in collaboration with others to apply the science skills that they learn to throughout the year. 
Technology will be integrated on a regular basis so that the students could simulate, create, and analyze real-world 
data that will reinforce the skills that they will be mastering throughout the year within eighth grade science. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 
Social Studies 8 
Course Description: The unifying theme of the 8th grade social studies curriculum is Responsible Citizenship. Our 
overarching questions include: What are the ideals and practices of a democratic republic? What is the balance 
between rights and responsibilities? Why is civic participation important? Why should we become engaged in the 
community, the nation, and the world? What are the forces that propel societal change and the improvement of the 
human condition? By the end of the year, students should be able to explain these important principles: 1) that our 
form of government and our economic system are durable examples of several competing models; 2) that through 
active participation, individuals influence the future of the U.S and the world; 3) that geography, history, 
economics, politics and social systems are naturally inter-connected, and long-term balance among these promotes 
positive societal change; and 4) that the events of the 20th Century have had a profound effect on our lives today. 
The weekly review of current events is an opportunity for students to think critically about their connections to the 
social science strands listed above. The 8th grade social studies curriculum includes meeting the ISBE mandate that 
students demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental concepts contained in the U.S. Constitution. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 
 



Theatre Arts 8 
Course Description: Theatre Arts is an 18-week, one-semester curriculum that presents creative theatrical 
concepts, performance projects, and interactive reflection opportunities in a communal learning environment. Each 
semester, students are challenged to develop their technical acting skills, creative problem solving skills, and ability 
to analyze and interpret written dramatic material and personalize it through performance. Also emphasized is the 
students' contribution to the health of the class learning environment and their individual growth in their 
interpersonal communication skills through learning appropriate listening skills, constructive feedback techniques, 
and respectful group problem solving strategies. 
 
Unit Calendar: 

 

 


